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Intern ational 

UNITED NATIONS 

CONFERENCE ON THE LAW OF THE SEA: The United 
Nations Conferenc;-on the Law of the Sea opened in Geneva 
February 24 with 89 nations represented. The conference 
is considering problems related to the limits of the terri­
torial sea, regime of the high seas, contiguous zones, inter­
national fisheries, the continental shelf, and free access to 
the sea by landlocked countries. 

Tbe first week was spent in electing officers and com­
pleting organizational work for the conference. Prince 
Wan Wathaiyakon, Tbailand, was elected conference presi­
dent. 

The work of the conference is divided into five commit­
tees. Committee One, on the territorial sea and contig­
uous zones, is concerned with matters such as breadth of 
the territorial sea, base lines, and contiguous zones. 

Committee Two, on general regime of the high seas, is 
concerned with freedom of the high seas, rights of navi­
gation, piracy, etc. 

Committee Three, on fiShing, is concerned with the right 
to fish, conservation, etc. 

Committee Four is concerned with the continental shelf. 

Committee Five is concerned with free access to the 
sea by landlocked countries. 

The Department of State announced on February 22 the 
composition of the United States Delegation at the Conference. 

In addition to Arthur H. Dean, who was named by the 
President to serve as Chairman of the United States Dele­
gation, the other members of the Delegation are: United 
States Representative and Vice Chairman, William Sanders, 
Special Assistant to the Under Secretary of State. United 
States Representatives : Oswald S. Colclough, Vice Ad-
miral, U.S.N. (Ret.), Department of the Navy; William C. 
Herrington, Special Assistant to the Under Secretary of 
State; Marjorie Whiteman, Assistant Legal Adviser, De­
partment of State; Arnie J. Suomela, Commissioner of 
Fish and Wildlife, Department of the Interior; Raymund T. 
Yingling, Assistant Legal Adviser, Department of State. 
Alternate Representative: Nat B. King, Counselor of Em­
bassy f.or Economic Affairs, Baghdad, Iraq. Senior Advisers: 
Fr~nklin C. Gowen, United States Representative for Inter­
national Organizations, Geneva, Switzerland; Ross L. LeIDer, 
Assistant Secretary of Interior for Fish and Wildlife; David H. 
Popper, Deputy United States Representative for International 
Organizations, Geneva, Switzerland. 

The foregOing group is assisted by technical advisers from 
both government and industry. 

The General Assembly of the United Nations in Res. 1105 
(XI) of February 21, 1957, called for an international confer-

ence of plenipotentiaries to examine the law of the sea "taking 
account not only of the legal but also of the technical, bio­
logical, economic and political aspects of the problem ••• ' •• 

Tbe conference is considering the problems as they relate 
to the limits of the territorial sea, regime of the high seas, 
contiguous zones, international fisheries, the continental shelf 
and free access to the sea of landlocked countries. The re­
sults of the deliberations may be embodied in "one or more 
international conventions" as envisaged by the General As­
sembly. The conferenqe is expected to remain in session for 
about nine weeks. 

The United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea on 
February 25 rejected suggestions that observers or experts 
from countries not invited to the conference be permitted to 
participate in its deliberations without the right to vote. 

By a vote of 62 in favor to 12 opposed, the conference 
decided that it was not competent to decide such matters, 
final decision on participation and invitations having been 
made by the General Assembly. The position was put for­
ward by the representative of the United States, Arthur H. 
Dean. 

In the course of the debate, H. Baghdadi (Yemen) ex­
pressed belie~ that a Bulgarian proposal to invite observers 
from countries not now represented would permit the con­
ference to "enrich its te~hnical documentation." He pro­
posed that the conference General Committee be empowered 
to authorize the sending of observers or experts from states 
not invited to the conference. 

Grigory I. Tunkin (U.S.S .R.), speaking in support of the 
Bulgarian proposal, said no country should be excluded 
from debates on matters of interest to them. Since not all 
countries were invited, at least observers should be admitted, 
in his view. He said that if the Bulgarian proposal was with­
drawn he would support the suggestion by Yemen. 

Subsequently, the Bulgarian proposal was withdrawn in 
favor of the proposal by the representative of Yemen. 

Dean (United States) asked the conference to vote on 
his view that the conference was not competent to exam­
ine the Yemeni suggestion. 

Statements against the Bulgarian proposal also came 
from representatives of the Philippines, EI Salvador, the 
Republic of Korea, China, Vietnam, and Nepal. The repre­
sentative of India regretted the exclusion of states but, on 
principle, said he did not feel that the A.ssembly decision 
should be modified. Support for Bulgarla came from the 
representative of Romania. 

The conference is expected to last about nine weeks, and is 
the first conference ever assembled to attempt international 
agreement on maritime law. 

* * * * * 
STATEMENT BY U. S. DELEGATE TO COMMITTEE THREE 

.QN FISHING: FOllowing is the statement of William C. Herrington 
in the Third Committee on fishing (concerned with the right to 
fish, conservation, etc.) at the United Nations Conference on the 
Law of the Sea opened in Geneva on February 24. 

Mr. Chairman and fellow delegates: 

It is an honor and a privilege to appear before this im­
portant Committee. I see among the distinguished repre­
sentatives numerous old friends with whom I have worked 
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at previous conI rences and mpny nrw Crl nd whom I h." 
lirst had the good Cortune oC m tin at thl. ConI r.me • 

Our d P appreciation and con r lui tlon .. ar ala 
ed til> the lnternallon L Of 

painstaking, and 1m 

It 1S accepted that the optimum or ma.ximum sust&1nabl 
yield Crom a stock of lish cannot be btalo d if the atoc I. 
fished BO ioteoB1"ely or with such methods that the youn tI. 
do not grow to the optimum size. or the number oC mature fi h 
is too small to produce an adequate number of young. For 
many stocks such as salmon. halibut. and fur seal. it haa been 
clearly shown that uncontrolled f1shing or killing will lIerioualy 
reduce and perhaps destroy the stock. U the productivity of 
these species or stocks 1S to be maintalned, the [ishing eCCort 
must be controlled. This conclusion is widely understood and 
accepted. 

On the other hand. in recent years the study of numeroua 
stocks of wild animals, animals on land as well aI animals 
of the sea. has clearly demonstrated that over-regulation 
can also reduce the yield and waste the productivity of the 
stock. 

It is the proper balance of these two considerations ade­
quate r.egulatlons but not over-regulation. that will p;ovide 
the optimum or maximum sustainable yield from a resource. 
This has led to the modern concept of conservation which was 
adopted by the Rome Techrucal Conference on the Conserva­
tion of the Living Resources of the Sea and Is renected in the 
definition Incl<1ded in Article 50 of the ILC draft. 

W han beard arrumeat. advanced by a previOWl .peaker 
Cor cODtrol by the coastal state r tlabery rea ee. I 

broad band oC .ater adjacent to Ita coa t. I .. auld 1iI<e to dI' 
rect a Cew comment. to the rationale advanced in .uppor1 r4 
this theais. In vie. of the creat amount of work Cad", dIU 
committee and the limited time avallable, I will omit my 
commenta to two of the concluaioo. he has BoUCbt to denlDP· 

~. with regard to the relation of the land to the produC" 
tivity of the lea, geochemiats generally agree that the loiu" 
ble nutrient salts in the ocean which are eaaentW to plaDt 

and ammal We, .. ere leached or~nally from the earth'. 
crust. Over milUons oC year. these nutrients b •• e beeII car 
ried by the rivers into the ocean where they no .. form tile 
main source of ferti.llty of seawaters. 

In the lighted lurface layers where the plant We cro .... till 
nutrients would be quickly exhausted If it .. ere not for the 
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aystem of eschanges between the deeper and 8Urlace layers. 
lIn the high latitudes the cold water being heavier sinks into 
t.:be deeps and spreads widely througbout the ocean basins, 
!.:bue circulating the nutrient-rich deep waters. These en­
rrlched waters are brought back up into the l.Igbted layer s a­
lIra!n by variou8 proces8ing 8uch as "winter overturn," up-

, _e111nga and interaction8 between currents. Where they 
come to the 8urface, wbether in mid-ocean or In coastal 
_Bter8, the plankton and fi8b concentrate in unu8ual abun­
fiance. Rivers al80 make some contribution to the surface 
lDutrlent8. A great river like the M1ssissippiinfluenC1!s the 
poroductivity of a limited area around its delta. Along arid 
e:::oa8t8 with only a few small rivers the influence iJI corres-

ondlngly less. In any event the contribution from the 
~ra1nage from the nearby land is a very small proportion of 

e contribution from upwelling and oceanic current8, par­
tticularly along coasts with little rainfall. 

Indeed, It has been estimated that the sea contains 
2:0,000,000 times as much dissolved salts as are brought to 
• each year by all the rivers of the world. 

It bas been argued that jurisdiction over the fisbery re-
B ources should go to the people of the land from which come 

e nutrients which support these resources. U this philos­
J·phy were applied In accordance with the best scientific data 

.a- vallable, It would place most of the resources along any 
.c. oast under the jurisdiction of many nations both near to and 
t1tt1ousands of miles from the resource. 

~, with respect to the effect of fishing on certain 
... Hocks of fish, reference waS made to the effect of fishing on 
.ocal halibut stocks in the North Pacific In the years before 

t1IIO as an Illustration of the danger of exhaustion of re­
llloources by fishing. This happened long before the conser-
... &ation principles we are now considering had been developed. 
51ince that time, Canada and the United states, working to­
g .ether In the North Pacific Halibut Co=ission, have car­
"",lied out a conservation program which has restored the yield 
ollt the halibut stocks to the same or higher levels than existed 
LID the early years of the fishery. We anticipate that by con­
d. nuation of this program, the current yield can be maintained 
UIIld p08sibly even further increased. It has also been sug­
eaested that the yield of the tuna stocks In the eastern Pacific 
0, cean has been diminished by overfishing. These tuna stocks 
lHIlre under comprehensive and continuing study by the Inter­
A: merlcQIl Tropical Tuna Co=ission to assure that neces­
saary conservation measures will be applied U and when 
~~eeeded. Evidence which the Commission-has obtained indl­
~~~tes that fishing bas not decreased the sustainable yield of 

Lither yellowfin or skipjack tuna, which make up practically 

I 

ae entire catch. On the contrary, it indicates that the yellow­
n Is being fisbed someWhat below and sldpjack greatly below 

ae optimum amount. 

Tuna continues to be abundant on the older fishing grounds 
Ing the usual seasons as In past years. The wide range of 

. e tuna fleet Is required to find tuna concentrations which 
with the seasonal movements and migrations of the fisb. 

-Ithout such a range the supply of tuna would be highly Irreg­
l i ar and seasonable and result In much higher costs of pro-

l action and processing. 

I return now to the proposals of the International Law Com­
lsslon. It is our view that these proposals provide a sound 

_sis for the work of this committee. A grest deal of work 
<!Ies ahead of us, work In which the scientific and technical 

oWledge of the experts on fishery conservation and admin-
• tration shOuld be of the utmost value. It is to this work that 
mow address myself. 

It is the view of my Government that U we are to bave an 
I dHequate system of rules regarding the conservation of the 
liivving resources of the sea, certain of the proposals of the 
oot ternational Law Commisolon must be elaborated upon to a 

ted eJrtent and certain new rules added to meet outstand­
problems. 

It..ia The Commission's proposals regarding the settlement of 
aputea, which proposals the United states considers of 

1Ll"-et~ imPOrtance, require more precise definitions to assure 
.. ey nrve the purpose for which they are deslgned. A 

~I&ble procedure for such settlement is essential to insure 
.e etfecti~ness and proper use of Article 53 for example 

! 10 obUgatory, apeedy and deciaive review of the material • 
!>cta to determine whether or not the conditions exist which 

IUUtify tbe actiona required by the article appears to be the 
y way to prevent long delays in applyi.{g necees&ry con-

o rvatlon m-as in th , r-rt1cl ~ urea e event agreement Ie not reached. 
u 57, 58 and 59 are mtended to provide this review. 

However, in the view of the United statea, thea" articl a are 
deficient primarily because they do not prescrlb sufrlciently 
precise limits regarding the nature and acope of dlaputu to 
be dealt with, and because they do not lay do'lrll aunicl ntly 
clear standards to guide the commleslona in reaching their 
determin.ations. My Governmeot ie of the opinion that suit­
able criteria must be made an Integral part of the article. on 
arbitration U the articles are to be practicable. When we 
come to consider these articles in detail, the U. S. Dde­
gation will have some suggestions to make in thia rega.rd, as 
well as suggestions regarding the composition of the arbitral 
commiSSions. 

One new element which my Government considers easential 
to the fulfillment of the objectives of the articles Ie a rule 
regulating the exercise of the freedom to fish In order to en­
courage states to undertake conservation programs. 

The new element, which has been termed" abstention, " is 
a procedure which would provide an incentive to states to 
build up, or restore and maintain the productivity of stoclta 
of fisb under certain special conditions. 

In certain situations the lack of such incentive may well 
lead to inadequate or in some situations a. complete absence 
of conservation procedures, and thus to drastically reduc 
productivity of stocks of fisb • 

Tbe development of such a procedure has become in­
creasingly important and urgent with the increaSing range 
of fishing fleets which presents new problems, and with de­
velopments in fishery science which show promise of pro­
viding means of enlarging certain fishery resources throll(h 
the improvement of conditions for spawning and early sur­
vival, stocking of new areas, and other constructive meas­
ures. 

The "abstention" concept was proposed by the United 
states to the ILC In Its comments on the ILC's 1955 report 
on the regime of the high seas. It would provide: 

(a) where the nationals of one or more states are fish­
ing a stock of fish with such intensity that an In­
creade in fishing effort will not result In a substan­
tial increase in the yield which can be maintn1ned, nd 

(b) where the maintenance of current yield or when pos­
sible the increasing of it is dependent upon a con­
servation program carried out by the said state., In­
volving research and Involving limitations upon the 
size or quantity of the fish which may be caught, then 

(c) states whose nationals are not fishing the stock reg­
ularly or which have not theretofore done so within 

a reasonable period of time, excepting a coastal stattl 
adjacent to the waters Ir which this stock occurs, shall 
abstain from fishing such stock • 

Disagreement which may arise as to whether or not a stock 
of fish qualified for abstention could, of course, be dealt with 
in the manner contemplated In Articles 57, 58, and 59. 

Finally, the ILC a,.ticles should be supplemented 10 oth r 
very important respect. A rule should b formulated which 
would clarify the manner in which measures promulg ted by a 
State or States will be enforced when they become applicable 
to the fishermen of other States, as under Arllcle 53 for x­
ample • 

My Delegation w' comment on this more fully t. lat r 
stage in the discusbions. 

,ty Dele at on IS hopeIul lbnt furth r car fl1l ... 
Committee of thea articles and tb lodic t d m 
and addluons U lead to re m t 00 a m ch n 
tern of rules re arding conse on. 
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There may be problems involving special economic cir­
cumstances which deserve recognition in international law. 
The International Law Commission referred to one of these 
possibilities in its comments to Article 59 in connection with 

instances "where a nation is primarily dependent on the 
coastal fisheries for its livelihood." conclUding that it "as 
not in the position fully to examine its implications and the 
element of exclusive use involved. 

GENERAL AGREEMENT ON TARIFFS AND TRADE 

REPORT ON TWELFTH SESSION AT GENEVA: Contracting parties to the Gen­
eral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade ended their Twelfth Session November 30,1957, at 
Geneva. At this session they completed action on a number of important trade issues 
and began a thorough examination of the Treaty Establishing the European Economic 
Community (EEC), which is also known as the European Common Market Treaty. 

Among topics discussed this year were several programs for economic integration, 
of which the EEC was the most important. In addition the following were discussed: re­
strictions on imports maintained to protect foreign exchange reserves; complaints of 
actions contrary to the provisions of the Gene r al Agreem ent; reque sts for waivers of ob­
ligations and reports on waivers granted in the past; special problems of trade, such as 
those peculiar to trade in primary commodities; and customs regulations. 

European Economic Community: The EEC Treaty was signed by France, Italy, 
the Federal Republic of Germany, Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxembourg in March 
of this year. The process of ratification by the six countries was nearly completed, and 
it was expected that the Treaty would become effective January 1, 1958. During a tran­
sitional period of 12 to 15 years, the six nations are to remove substantially all internal 
barriers to trade among themselves and move toward a common external tariff toward 
the rest of the world so as to arrive at a complete customs union at the end of that period. 

The historical importance and economic significance of the formation of the 
EEC was recognized; and it was also pointed out that certain problems might arise 
for the trade of non -member countries in the course of implementation of the Treaty. 

The examination covered particularly the arrangements provided for in the 
EEC Treaty with respect to tariffs, the use of quantitative restrictions for balance­
of-payments reasons, trade in agricultural products, and the association with the 
EEC of the members' overseas countries and territories, chiefly the Mrican ter­
ritories of France and Belgium. 

The Contracting Parties decided that the Intersessional Committee should con­
tinue the work started at this s ession in close cooperation with the institutions of 
the EEC. Because of the importance of the subject, all General Agreement coun­
tries will be represented on the Intersessional Committee during the period be­
tween the Twelfth and Thirteenth Sessions, although normally the committee is 
composed of delegates of about half of them. The committee is scheduled to meet 
on April 14, 1958, further to consider EEC Treaty questions . It will report to the 
Contracting Parties at their Thirteenth Session in the fall of 1958. 

European Free-Trade Area: In action on another aspect of European economic 
integration, theCOlltracting Parties agreed that the Intersessional Committee should 
follow developments with regard to the proposed European Free-Trade Area pres' 
ently being negotiated in Paris. The FTA would associate the United Kingdom and 
other member countries of the Organization for European Economic Cooperation 
(OEEC) with the six-nation EEC. The United States is an associated country of the 
OEEC and activities of the Organization but is not a prospective member of the proposed 
European Free-Trade Area. A free-trade area differs from a customs union (such 
as .the EEC) in that, while both eliminate internal restrictions, only the custom~ 
unlOn has a common external tariff. Each member of a free-trade area mainta11lS 

its own tariffs against imports from non-members. -

Consultations on Balance-of-Payments Restrictions: The Contracting PartieS 
completed a seriesof consultations on quantitative import restrictions imposed for 
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balance-of-payments reasons. Twenty-one countries consulted on such restrictions, 
..which they maintain in accordance with an exception to the general rule in the Gen­
eral Agreement against quotas. 

This program of consultations, the first stage of which was held in June, was 
i:nitiated as the result of a United States proposal accepted by the Contracting Par-

I t:ies at their Eleventh (1956) Session. Because of amendments to the General Agree­
r.:nent which recently came into force for most countries, such consultations will, 
beginning in 1959, be held annually for industrialized countries and every other 
)Wear for less -developed countries. 

A number of measures to eliminate import quotas were announced during the 
I consultations, and there was broad agreement that the use of sound internal mone­
·t ary and fiscal measures can frequently avert the need to resort to quantitative 
.:restrictions when faced with balance-of-payments difficulties. As a result of the 
Ic=onsultations, it was agreed that Germany was no longer entitled to maintain quan­
-t:itative restrictions for balance-of-payments reasons. The German delegate pre­
;s:ented a statement at the Twelfth Session describing the program his government 
:imtended to follow for eliminating balance-of-payments restrictions. 

The Contracting Parties extended for one year a 1955 decision to permit a 
~:ountry whose balance-of-payments situation had improved to such an extent that .tt no longer justified retention of quantitative controls on imports to maintain some 
Cllf those controls on a decreasing basis and over a limited time. The decision was 
t:aaken to permit such countries to ease the effect of a sudden withdrawal of such 
:: ontrols on domestic industries. 

New Contracting Parties: At the Twelfth Session Ghana and the Federation of 
_ alaya, which acquired their independence in 1957, became the 36th and 37th con­
= .. acting parties to the General Agreement. 

With a view to becoming a contracting party, Switzerland will conduct tariff 
::). egotiations with most of the present contracting parties. It was agreed that the 

!:l. egotiations would take place in Geneva in 1958. The United States will not partici­
, ) ate in the negotiations, but will maintain reciprocal tariff concessions outside the 
"'·eneral Agreement with Switzerland under a long-standing bilateral trade agree­
oent. 

Japan has now been a contracting party for over two years, but 15 General A­
I :reement countries continue to invoke a provision (with respect to Japan) which 
~) o€rmits a contracting party to withhold application of the General Agreement from 
• new contracting party. The problem of Japan's trade relations with the 15 coun­

- ies was given further attention at the Session. The United States and several 
~. her countries supported Japan's request that the General Agreement be made 

plicable between Japan and the 15 countries. Brazil, which had invoked this pro­
," sion when Japan became a contracting party, reported that it is now applying the 
}·eneral Agreement fully toward Japan. 

Tariff Adjustments: General changes in tariff schedules by four countries 
'WI 'ere discussed. 

. Brazil, which was granted a waiver last year to permit it to revise its tariff, 
Iw':ill conduct negotiations with other contracting parties on the basis of its revised 
~rif! early in 1958. The object of the negotiations is to give other contracting 
. ~rhes an opportunity to negotiate for concessions to replace those which Brazil 
ESa modifying or withdrawing as a result of the introduction of its new tariff. 

Cuba requested at the Twelfth Session a waiver of certain of its obligations 
rr:lder the General Agreement to facilitate the introduction of a revised tariff. The 
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Cuban request was made on the basis that the tariff was antiquated and that a re­
vision was necessary for the development and diversification of th . Cuban economy, 
The Contracting Parties agreed to take account, in negotiations bas d on the new 
Cuban tariff, of the principle that a country which has bound a hIgh proportion of 
its tariffs at very low rates of duty has less scop for n gotiating. Th Contract­
ing Parties also granted Cuba a waiver to permit it to impose quantitativ restric­
tions on imports to the extent necessary to for stall a flood of imports during the 
period before the new tariff becomes ff ctiv . 

Certain adjustments will be mad in th N w Z aland tariff to modernize It. 
Where such adjustments result in incr as s of bound duties, w Z aland will 
negotiate the increases by giving equivalent new conc ssions to thos countries 
most closely affected. 

Since the end of 1957 marks the end of a p riod of about thr e y ars during 
which contracting parties agreed not to withdraw tariff conc ssions, s veral coun­
tries initiated negotiations to permit them to rais > tariffs WhICh th y had previous' 
ly bound. These negotiations were held in part con urr ntly with th Twel th Ses­
sion. They will result in new tariff concessions to balanc thos withdrawn. A ne 
period of three years during which conc ssions may not normally be withdrawn will 
begin the second of January. 

Complaints: The Contracting Parties considered s v ral complaints that coun' 
tries were not fulfilling their General Agreement obl1gations. 

Delegates of Franc e and Brazil r port d that th ir governments had taken the 
necessary action to remove certain taxes which w re inconsist nt with the General 
Agreement. The Contracting Parties took note of a Fr nch statement of its inten' 
tion to reduce a tax which had been increased contrary to the General Agreement. 

Restrictive Business Practices: In consid ration of a 1 ·orwegIan proposa that 
the Contracting Parties draw up a supplementary agreement for the control of in­
ternational restrictive business practices (cartels), the Contracting Parties direc ed 
that their Executive Secretary prepare a report on cartels and on national anti­
trust legislation. The report will be presented to the Intersessional Committee, 
which will then de~ide what further action should be taken, if any, on the matter. 

Trade ~d Customs Re~lations: The Contracting Parties adopted a recom­
mendation on consular form ities designed to facilitate trade by eliminating un­
necessary procedures. The Contracting Parties agreed to consider at the Thir­
teenth Session a draft recommendation on marks of origin. Action on the subject 
of determining the nationality of imported goods was deferred to the Thirteenth 
Session. 

Amendments: Shortly before the opening of the SeSSion, amendments to the 
preamble and Parts II and III of the General Agreement, which had been negotiated 
in 1955, became effective for those countries which had accepted them, including 
the United States. The Contracting Parties took a number of actions as a result of 
the amendments coming into force, and recommended that certain other protocolS 
and the Agreement on the Organization for Trade Cooperation be accepted and 
brought into effect. 

Next Meeting: The Contracting Parties agreed to meet for their Thirteenth 
Session on October 16, 1958. (U. S. Department of State press release of Decem­
ber 5, 1957.) 
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JAP ANESE - RUSSIAN FISHERIES NEGOTIATIONS PROGRESS REPORT 

Japanese negotiations with the Soviets covering the salm-
on catch quota and other prohlems for the 1958 season 

[have only emphasized the wide mvergence in views held by 
rthe two countries. Since the Japan-Soviet Fisheries Com­
unission meeting opened in Moscow on January 13, 1958, the 
. Japanese made little progress toward reaching an agree­
rment on the 1958 salmon catch quota, and Soviet propesals 
such as tho se affecting the length of the fishing season, 
the off- limit fishing areas, fishing in the Okhotsk Sea, and 
others have given ample evidence of the Soviet desire to limit 

.seriously Japan's fishing operations in the convention area. 
n apparent anticipation of the likelihood that once the cur­

.. ent talks reach a deadlock a political solution may be nec­
Essary, consideration is now being given in the Japanese 
Government to despatching from Japan someone of minis­
tl:erial caliber. 

As anticipated, Japanese delegates to the Japan-Soviet 
Eisheries Commission meeting which commenced in Moscow 
on January 13, 1958, have been able to make little progress 
coward reaching an agreement on the 1958 salmon quota, 
and on other points of major difference between the nego­
tiating parties. The following surnmarize~ Japanese requests 
and Soviet requests, as revealed by the press and industry 
sources, as of February 7, 1958. 

1958 SALMON CATCH QUOTA: The Japanese have re­
quested a quota of 145,000 metric tons for the 1958 season, a 
f-igure which is lower than the 165,000 metric tons requested 
;at the opening of the 1 957 negotiations. The slightly lower 
JTapanese request for 1958 is reportedly due to a recogni­
tion that since the salmon catch for 1957 was good, the 
I 958 seaSon is likely to be bad. Although the Soviets 
h.aave made no counteroffer, some Japanese industry 
g;ources believe that the Soviets are attempting to lower 
tDle quota for 1958 to 80,000 metric tons, a figure report­
e,dly agreed to in the Kono-Ishko v talks conc luded In May 
1 956 for years when the fish catch is expected to be bad. 
'C'1e 1957 quota waS 120,000 metTlC tons. 

PERIOD OF FISHING SEASO : Countering the Japanese 
r -equest that the salmon lishillg season should be extended 

_mom Allliust 10--whlCh was in effect durlng 1957--to Au­
.. , ust 20, the SOviets have asked that the fishing season be 
.e nd"d on July 31. It might be noted that Japan had a very 
ur uccessful fishing season last year and the agreed quota 
'WYas met by July 20. The Soviet delegate has argued that 
IE. almon caught after July 31 in other years included imma­
I t-....u-e fish and that this was a waste of salmon resources. 

T"he Japanese bave admitted that some immature fish are 
ouod among the chum, red, and silver salmon caught after 

• J y, but they have contended that the number waS insig-
1i:i!icant. 

OFF-LIMIT FISlUNG AREAS: During 1957, Japanese 
_sh~ng yessels wer.e required to make their catches 40 nau­
cal miles off the Soviet coastline, including the Soviet­
almed Kurile Islands and the Komandorskie Islands, in 
.eas north of 48 degrees north latitude, and 20 nautical 
il,:s out in areas south of that line. The Japanese, in 
e lnterest of maximizing their fiShing catch, have re­

l l~ested that the three- mile territorial limit should be 
• 'ecognized, that salmon fishing should be permitted be­

'Ond 12 miles from the coast and that the area between 
., ree miles and 12 miles Sho:u.d be open to small vessel 

: :poerations. To counter the Japanese position, the Soviets 
eep.ortedly have requested that Japanese fishing be re-

I :-:lcted to areas outslde a distance ranging from about 40 
ca:.~les to 60 ffilles from the Soviet coast. The Soviets are 

aaid to be concerned particularly about Japanese fishing 
"'poerations near the river mouth where the salmon ascend 
:=lIT spawning and along the fishing ways between Kurile 
3 nands where the Japanese fleets have made heavy sal­
::loon catches. 

OKHOTSK SEA FISHING: Under the 1957 agreement 
the Japanese caught 13,000 metric tons of salmon in the 
Okhotsk Sea. The Soviet delegates reportedly have served 
notice to Japanese delegates to the Convention meeting 
that they are interested in prohibiting altogether Japanese 
fishing in the Okhotsk Se a, including areas west of the 
KurUe Islands. The Japar.ese have not replied formally to 
this Soviet proposal, but their position appears to be chat 
they find the proposal unacceptable. 

DRIFT NET AND LONG LINE FISlUNG: In the tenth 
session of the science and technology subcommittee held on 
February 4, the Soviet delegate reportedly proposed (1) 
that drift-net fishing operations for all vessels operating 
south of 48 degrees north latitude be limited, (2) that long-
line fishing operations be limited to areas south of 42 degrees 
north latitude, and (3) that the meshes of fishing nets and net 
thread should be enlarged. According to the Japanese 
press, the Soviet delegate in the following day's meeting 
indicated a willingness to ease some of the restrictions 
proposed the previous day. On drift-net fishing, the press 
reports that the Soviets indicated that restrictions were in­
tended only on large drift-net fishing vessels . On long-line 
fishing, they indicated a willingness to retract their pro­
posal that restrictions be applied to areas south of 42 de­
grees north latitude. Current restrictions apply to fishing 
vessels operating south of 45 degrees north latitude. 

The Japanese position on drift-net and long-line fishing 
operations has not been revealed as yet. It is obvious, how­
ever, that Japan is against any form of restriction which 
can not be proven necessary by conservation requirements. 

SALMON FISlUNG LIMITATIONS BY SPECIES: In the 
face of Japan's well-publicized objectiOn to any limitation of 
the salmon quota by species of fish, the Soviet delegate in a 
meeting on February 5 is reported to have proposed that 
Japan's salmon catch should be limited by species on the 
basis of the following percentages of the total agreed quota: 
p i nk salmon--60 percent; churn or dog salmon--25 percent; 
red salmon--10 percent; and other species of salmon--5 
percent. Japanese negotiatiors reportedly are opposing 
thi s propgsal s trongly on the basis of the fact that even if 
quotas for each species of salmon should be established, it 
would be impossible to implement. Japanese objection to 
the Soviet proposal stems primarily from the sharp limi­
tation proposed for red salmon, which is commercially 
the most important type of salmon exported by Japan. It 
is to be noted also that Japan's annual catch of red salm­
on is estimated t o range fr om about 18 percent to 35 per­
cent of Japan's total annual salmon catch. 

CONCLUSION: With each 1ew report from Moscow on 
the progress of Japan's negotiations with the Soviets on 
salmon fishing for the 1958 season, there is increasing 
evidence that the gap between the two countries position 
is too wide to be bridged by the delegates. Undoubtedly in 
recognition of this trend in the negotiations, the Minister 
of Agriculture, F orestry and Fisheries, in a meeting with 
the Japanese Cabinet on February 4 is reported to have 
indicated that Japan's negotiations with the Soviets will 
come to a deadlock about the middle of March 1958 and 
that in order to overcome this expected stalemate Japan 
will be required to send to the Convention meeting some­
one of ministerial caliber. 

Talks on crab and herring fishing operations, as well as 
safe fishing operations in the northwest Pacific, have not 
been taken up as yet by the delegates to the ConvEintion 
meeting, but it might be anticipated that negotiatidns on 
these issues will serve only to emphasize the divergence 
of views between the two countries. 
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INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES TRADE FAIR 

DENMARK TO HOLD THIRD FAIR IN 1959: As a result of the success of the 
first two International Fisheries Trade Fairs, a 3rd International Fisheries Trade 
Fair will be held in Copenhagen, Denmark, from September 25 to October 4, 1959. 
The first two International Trade Fairs (held in May 1956 and September 1957) were 
visited by buyers from more than 33 countries. 

In order to meet the aim in accumulating for exhibit as many items as possible 
of up-to-date technical development and invention, there will be an interval of two 
years between the 2nd and 3rd International Fisheries Trade Fairs. On the strength of 
this, the 3rd Fair will be considerably more comprehensive than the preceding ones, 
as this exhibition will comprise a wide range of accessories for trawlers and even 
larger ships. 

The development of this field is so rapid and so closely connected up with the 
fisheries trades that it is appropriate to invite all manufacturers and distributors 
of ship's accessories to take this opportunity of presenting their latest products, states 
a January 1958 release from the Press Secretaria,t, The International Trade Fair. 

ANTARCTIC WHALE 
CATCHDOWNASOFFEB­
RUARY 15, 1958:The~ /58 
catch of whales by the Antarc­
tic whaling fleet was lower 
than last season and forecasts 
were that the season would 
end March 22, 1958, 6 days 
later than the·season ended in 
1957. As of February 22, 1958, 
a total of 10,227 blue-whale 
units had been taken, as com­
pared with 11,575 at the Same 
time a year ago (Forei~ 
Crops and Markets, .U.~De- , 
partment of Agriculture, 
March 17, 1958). 

WHALING 

Production of Whale Oil by Country in the Antarctic 
as of February 15,1956/57 and 1957/581/ 

Country Production 
1957/58 1956/57 
•• (Long Tons) .. 

Norw?l ...... . · · · . 62,000 89,000 
Jap~ ...... · · 58,000 50,000 
United Kingdom. . · 35,000 42,000 
N ether lands ... · . 9,600 8,600 
:U. S. S. R ..... · · · 3/ 3/ 

Total ..... ........ ,164,600 189,600 
~jRELIMINARY ESTIMATES 

I NCLUDES PRODUCT ION OF EX-ABRAHAM ~, WH I CH liAS UNDER 
¥~ FLAG OF THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA IN 1956. 
3 NOT AVAILABLE. 

• 
Australia 

TUNA LANDINGS GOOD OCTOBER-NOVEMBER 1957: From mid-October to 
mid-November 1957, the canneries at Narooma and Eden, New South Wales, re­
ceived about 450 long tons of tuna, processing the bulk of the fish at Narooma. 

The greatly increased rate of processing was possible by the installation at 
Narooma of modern packing equipment. On one shift a day, employing 40 women 
and 20 men, Narooma packed 10 tons of fish daily and could have packed more if 
the fish had been larger. However, later, tuna were being taken up to 40 pounds 
each. 

Up to mid-~ove~ber, Bermagui was the center of the tuna fishing, with abOUt, 
18 boats operatmg, mcluding the well-known clipper Fairventure. The manager o. 
the Bermagui South Fishermen's Cooperative stated that one 57 -pound southern 
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ibtluefin tuna had been taken, and that fishermen had harpooned a 167 -pound fish 
"""'\Which had been swimming around in the Bay. 

59 

While Narooma was taking care of the tuna catch, the cannery at Eden was 
)perocessing Australian salmon (Arripis trutta) and some of the tuna (the December 
1_957 Fisheries Newsletter, issued by the Commonwealth Director of Fisheries). 

Austria 

WHALESKIN TEST PLANT PLANNED: A testing plant in Austria for the uti­
ll:ization of whaleskin for industrial purposes is a possibility. The project reported-
1l::y has the approval of several Austrian Government agencies, but financing is lack­
:;mg. 

A civil engineer for chemistry at the skin fiber catgut factory in Villach, Aus­
trria, claims to have developed a method of utilizing a basic material disregarded 
t~us far--whaleskin--which can be applied to a number of industries throughout 
tile world. 

He is primarily interested in improving production methods by experiments 
"cor the industrial utilization of whale fat. He indicates that his method, based on 
:s cientific experience, increases blubber output 30 to 40 percent. 

The chemical process can be carried out directly on the factoryships and re­
~uires neither equipment nor expenditure. The blubber reportedly is deodorized 
m one operation and prepared for immediate consumption and processing. The 
d _egreased raw material is a basic substance for the development of several inter­
e--sting products, according to the engine e r ~ 

~-
Brazil 

JAPANESE VESSEL LANDS TUNA AT BAHIA: The Japane se fishing vessel 

I ayko Maru landed 100 tons of frozen tuna at the Brazilian port of Bahia on 
K.I!arch ~58. The tuna were to be sold for local consumption, according to a 

arch 7, 1958, dispatch from the United States Consulate in Bahia. 

Canada 

BRITISH COLUMBIA HERRING CATCH FOR 1957/58 SEASON: The herrmg 
c:::!:atch off the coast of British Columbia in the 1957/58 season totaled 84,335 tons, 
a:L. decrease of 53.1 percent from the 179,943 tons reported for the 1956/57 season. 
The catch was also down from the average catch for the preceding six-year period 
:::1951-57 by about 57.2 percent. 

The utilization of the herring landings was not announced as less than three 
c:ompanies operated in the 1957/58 season, according to a March 19, 1958, release 
ff::rom the Canadian Department of Fisheries. Landings of herring in the 1957/58 
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57,336 
39,911 
11,182 

50,638 
51,314 

3,138 

season were curtailed sharply due to a dispute between processors and the fisher­
men over prices to be paid for herring for reduction during the months of Novem­
ber and December 1957. 

Chilean Catch of Fish and Shellfish 1955-57 
District 1957 1956 I 1955 

..... (Metric Tons) ..... 
Fish: 

20,0541 Iquique .......... 14,977 15,980 
Antofagasta ...... 12,531 6,122 7,622 
Coquirnho ........ 5,096 5,167 4,150 
Valparaiso ....... 14,931 16,599 22,746 
San Antonio ...... 29,540 31,665 49,593 
Talcahuano .. .... 59, 510 47,867 50,625 
Valdivia ......... 2,221 2,561 3,180 
Puerto Montt ..... 13 449 16 838 15 830 

Total fish ....... 157 332 141 796 169 726 
Shellfish: 

Iquique . .... ..... 651 387 331 
Antofagas ta . .. ... 199 160 74 
Coquirnho ........ 5, 509 3,712 2,404 
Valparaiso .... ... 8,199 5,924 3,337 
San Antonio ..... . 784 213 172 
Talcahuano . . ..... 2,740 2,231 1,996 
Valdivia ......... 2,035 1, 551 1,468 
Puerto Montt . .... 35 652 32 352 34 822 

Total shellfish .. 55,769 46 530 44,602 
Grand total ..... 213 101 188,326 214,328 

Chile 

LANDINGS OF FISH AND SHELL­
FISH, 1955-1957:Tl1eTotal caTCliOf 
fish and she 11 fi s h reported from 
the e i gh t Chilean f ish i n g districts 
am 0 u n ted to 213,10 1 met ric tons 
in 1957, only 1,227 tons below the 
214,328 tons reported for 1955. The 
1957 catch was about 14 percent 
higher than the 1956 landings of 
188,326 tons. The landings in seven 
of the eight districts increased 
ill 1957 as compared with 1956. The 
exc eption was Puerto Montt, in 
w hi c h landings we r e down about 
90 tons in 1957, the United States 
E mba s s y in Santiago rep art e d 
in a Mar c h 5, 1958, dispatch. ., 

Colombia 

BAIT AND TUNA FISHING BY 
FOREIGN VESSELS PERMITTED: It 

is understood that Article 30 of new Colombian Decree 0376 provides for issuance 
of permits to foreign fishing vessels for the taking of whales, tuna and live bait 

The Ministry of Agriculture has been empowered to set the fees for these per­
mits. 

If the fees are reasonable this should open another area for United States tuna 
boats and furnish additional revenue for the Colombian Government. For some 
time prior to t14s relaxation of restrictions on fishing, foreign flag vessels were 
not permitted to take bait or to fish for tuna in Colombian waters according to a 
February 3, 1958, dispatch from the United States Embassy Regi~nal Fisheries 
Officer in Mexico City. 
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Cuba 

CLOSED SEASON FOR SPINY LOBSTER BEGINS MARCH 30: The closed sea­
lSiIon for spiny lobster was set for March 30, 1958, instead of the originally-scheduled 
.tfIate of March 15, 1958, according to a Cuban National Fisheries Institute (INP) press 
::release. The change was made at the request of fishermen in the La Coloma and 
.oother lobster areas and was approved by INP technical personnel. The fishermen, 
HlCm their part, have promised to release any spiny lobsters which are in spawning 
ec::onditions or which are below the legal minimum. 

The INP advises that in accordance with current regulations all persons having 
:Ln their possession live or frozen lobsters on March 30, 1958, have a period of five 
• ays to dispose of them, after which it will be considered an infraction of law, pun­
:i shable by fine, to have in storage or transit any live or frozen spiny lobsters (U­
lI11ited States Embassy in Havana, March 17, 1958) . ., 

Denmark 

FAROE ISLANDS EARN REVENUE FROM RUSSIAN FISHING FLEET: A Dan­
:i. sh commercial-financial newspaper reported early in March 1958 that the Rus­
:s;ian herring fleet fishing off the Faroe Islands (on a practically year-round basis) 

aid the Faroese authorities about US$29,000 in 195'7. The receipts were derived 
:f- rom port charges and fresh-water supplies. In return the Russian vessels have 
:smpplied the Faroe Islands fishing fleet with bait herring in return for manila twine 
IOOr rope. 

The Russian fishing fleet of about 250 vessels operating off the Faroe Islands 
btains its entire water supply from the Islands. The water is transported in 

::sopecial tankers to the Russian fleet. 

France 

TUNA INDUSTRY EXPANDS: The development of the tuna fi shery off the coast 
D akar, French West Africa, and particularly, the success of the May 1956-May 1957 
L una-fishing season in West African waters, has contributed to the increase in 

:< rance1s 1956 tuna catch of 40 percent above the total average catch fOJ" the peri­
(Old 1951-55. Since the West African catch was used entirely for canning, French 

anned tuna production in 1956 increased 60 percent over the average production 
If or the period 1951-55. The following data covers the catch, canning, and market­
-' g of French -caught tuna: 

The tuna fishing season in the waters off the French mainland is May to No­
v-ember. In 1956, the catch of white or albacore tuna (Germo alalunga) and red or 

luefin tuna (Thunnus thynnus) in the Atlantic and Mediterranean amounted to 16,696 
etric tons, priced at an average of about 254 francs a kilo ex-vessel. 

The tuna fishing season off the West African coast is November to March. In 
_956/57, 5,797 tons of tuna were utilized by France and Dakar. 

The total landings of tuna during the 1956/57 season was approximately 21,500 
IOns as compared with 17,350 tons for 1955/56. This was an increase of about 
.,000 tons or 40 percent. 
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TIl prmcipal French t una fishing ports by order of importance in 1956/57, 
r 0110 an Juan d e Luz , with a catch of 9,058 tons; Concarneau, 2,830 

, Sable -d'Olone, 1,864 ons ; and Douartenez, 1,297 tons. 

TIl cannmg industry used 17 ,400 tons of tuna in 1956 as compared with 13,100 
ons, he a rage or the years 1951-55. The 17,400 tons of tuna canned represent 

757,000 cases or 15,140 tons (s emi-gross weight). 

France's imports of canned tuna in 1956 amoWlted to 1,127 tons. The princi­
p sources were: 1:orocco (999 tons), Frenc h West Africa (113 tons), and Italy 
(15 ons). 

Exports of canned tWla from Franc e in 1956 were estimated at 300 tons. The 
mos Impor ant customers were' Switzerland, Belgium, Venezuela, United States, 
Canada, and exico. 

German Democratic Republic 

'Y FISHI 'G VESSELS BUILT F OR R USSIA: During 1957 the total number 
";"";;"--g-"--r'"I fishing boats built for the Sovie t accoWl t by the East German "Volk-

r t in Stralsund is reported as 112 . A t otal of 12 boats of a larger type were 
buB for Iceland. In October of 1957 th e y a rd commenced building a special type 
of fi hmg boat of about the same size a s the large Swedish west coast trawlers and 

qUIPP d ith refrigerator space. 

In 1959 and 1960 the Soviet Union will take th e entire production of the yard 
hich '11 total 160 trawlers and 15 factoryship s . 

Th East German shipyard m Stralsund has build 700 "logger" fishing boats 
n h 1a t ten years, according to information r eceived by the Swedish West Coast 

Fi h rm n's Central Association. The yard now employs 5,700 workers. 

Greenland 

..::,..;.:~.;;: .,.;===:;..:..:..::.::,:1S:,;:S:.,:I.::.,;.;. co SIDERS PUR CHASING MODERN FISH PROCESS­
The Royal Gr enland Trade Commission, witTl'a'View toward 

nland's fishmg industry, has been studymg the purchase of 1arg 
hin machines, nited Stat s s h r i mp pe el e rs, and German cod 
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At present 6 electric washing machines have been purchased to clean the 30,8-00 
ttons of cod landed in 1957, and processed in Greenland. 

German cod -filleting machines have been used at several factories , but inas­
IDluch as a new model is being perfected at Lubeck, West Germany, its d ev elopment 
:is being followed with interest before further purchases are made. All machinery 
rosed in Greenland must be s imple and robust b ecause of the distance of the Island 
tfrom sources of supply of machinery and r eplacement parts, the United States E m­
Ibassy in Copenhagen states in a F ebruary 26, 1958, dispatch. 

Iceland 

NEW EUROPEAN COMMON MARKET AND FREE-TRADE 
AAREA CAUSES CONCERN: The coming of a common mar=­
lI<et and the foundation of a free-trade area in Europe great­

y concerns Iceland. On behalf of the Government the Min­
lister of Indus try attended the Office of European Economic 
CX:::ooperation confer ence on the free - trade zone in Paris. 

At this confer ence. it was decided that fish trade problems 
eshould be separat ed from agricultural problems- -this in 
c::Iefer ence to Norwegian and Icelandic representations. This 
g ives the hope that fish m ay be tariff-free inside the free­
tirade area, while it is now obvious that agricultural pro­
d ucts cannot be so. 

On the broad problems. Icelanders have been weighing 
!.=he pros and cons of the common market and the free­
tirade area. 

Icel and cannot possibly participate in the common mar­
lKet. the purpose of which is complete integration of indus­
tl'y in the six countries concerned. Participation would be 
t he death bl ow to nearly all industry in Iceland. and create 
L...memployment. 

If Iceland r emains outSide the common market. the main 
c hanges in Iceland's fish exporting industry will be: 

1. Gr eater difficulty in competing with French trawlers 
_hich cat ch fish on the Newfoundland Banks and sell it 
salted to Italy. because tariffs on French fish would be 
lifted in Italy. 

2. E asier to sell fish in the French market. Tariffs 
!.=here have s o far been insurmountable. but the common 
t=ariff for all s ix countries will be lower. 

3. The market for iced trawl fish in Western Germany 
..... ill be as now. because Germans need this product badly 
_n the autumn months. but profits will be somewhat reduced 
=>y the higher t ariff. 

, O? the other hand. the possibility of Iceland' s partic­
I_patlon 10 the initially British- proposed free-trade area 
i _s being fr eely discussed. 

This organization would have a somewhat looser unity 
!.=han the common market. but the Icelandic fishing indus­
t;r y,. which has gr own in the difficult climate of a small 

inland market pr otected by s t rong tariff barriers certain­
ly does not want to p arti cipate in it. It is felt that the 
scheme would mean the death of at least some br anches 
of the industry even though changes were brought about 
Jradually. 

Icel anders, therefore, are a sking what gains partici­
pation would bring to counterbalance any losses. On the 
face of it. the scheme could mean bigger and better mar­
kets in Western Europe- -while. if she stays outside. Ice­
land may be isolated from Europe, lose markets, or face 
high tariffs. 

The importance of the question lies in the fact that 
Iceland's total exports in 1957 amounted to about US$58.4 
mill ion of which about US$26.4 million went to countries 
in the European Payments Union. She naturally has no 
wish to lose such a market. 

Against this. however. there is the huge market acquired 
in Eastern Europe during the past few years. Participa­
tion in the free-trade zone might cut across this trade if 
only on the grounds that East European industrial products 
taken as payment for the fish would not be able to compete 
with West European production. 

The loss of Eastern European markets would be particu­
larly harmful. because they buy heavily of frozen fillets. 

The problem is thus narrowed to the crucial one of 
whether Iceland can find markets for this frozen fish in 
Western Europe. This might be difficult initially because 
only a few countries other than Sweden have an efficient 
system for storing and transporting frozen fillets. 

Basically. the question is Will Iceland cling to Western 
or Eastern Europe? An ever-larger proportion of her trade 
has been turning towards the Russian Block, which took 
35 percent of all Iceland 's exports in 1957. 

Many Icelanders object to this trend and realize the 
political dangers which result from it. They are dis­
turbed by the thought that. if their country cannot par­
ticipate in the free-trade area the increased tariffs in 
Western Europe might throw her completely into the 
hands of the Eastern European trade block. (The Fishing 
News, February 14, 1958.) 

Ja pan 

TUNA LANDINGS, 1956 AND JANUARY-OCTOBER 1956-57: The 300,888 met­
ric tons of tuna {skipjaCK,DlueI'ID, aIbacore, big-eyed, and yellowfin tuna} landed by 
Japanese fishing vessels (exclusive of mothership-type and American Samoa-based 
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fisheries) in January-October 1957 were about 6 percent higher than the 283,940 
tons landed in the first 10 months of 1956. Total tuna landings from all sources in 

Japan's Tuna Catch, 1956 & January-October 1956-57 I 

Type of Fishing January-October Total 
Operations and Species 1957 1956 1956 

..... (Metric Tons) .... 
Coastal, offshore, and 

pelagic: 
Skipjack. . 94,830 94,480 98,220 
Bluefin _ . . . · 29,430 31,630 37,010 
Albacore · . . 65,790 55,420 58,800 
Big-eyed · · 45,770 37,100 47,190 
Yellowfin · . 65,068 65 310 77 060 

Subtotal 300 888 283 940 318 280 
Mothership-type fishing- n a n a 7 244 
American Samoa-

based fishin2' .. · n. a. n. a. 5 946 
Grand Total · n. a. n. a. 331,470 

N A: NOT AVAILABLE 

1956 amounted to 331,470 
tons during the first 10 
months. As compared with 
the first 10 months of 1956 
landings for the same peri: 
od of 1957 showed a 19-
percent increase for alba­
core and a 23-percent in­
crease for big-eyed tuna. 

Reports from the Jap­
anese indicate that tuna 
landings declined in the fi­
nal two months of 1957 due 
to curtailment of fishing 
operations because of poor 
marketing prospects. There­
fore, the total 1957 catch 
will not be as high as the 

10-month 1957 landings indicate, states a February 14, 1958, dispatch from the u­
nited States Embassy in Tokyo. But the 1957 tuna landings should be at the same 
level as for 1956 when they totaled 331,470 metric tons (including mothership and 
Samoa-based fisheries). 

Mexico 

SHRIMP INDUSTRY OBJECTS TO PROPOSED JAPANESE FISHING FLEET: 
One of Mexico City's newspapers on'February 17,1958, featured an article pro­
testing the proposal to bring a fleet of Japanese fishing vessels to catch shrimp off 
Mexico's west coast. 

According to the newspaper, the shrimp cooperative fishermen and boat owners 
from the Pacific Coast protested to the President of Mexico against the bringing of 
Japanese vessels and crews to fish in Mexican waters. The Mexican fishermen 
claim that they cannot compete with the low production costs and wages of the Jap­
anese, a February 20, 1958, dispatch from the United States Embassy in Mexico 
City reports. 

* * * * * 
SHRIMP PRICE AGREEMENT REACHED FOR CAMPECHE AREA: On Feb­

r uary 13, 1958, the cooperative shrimp fishermen and the boat owners of Ciudad 
del Carmen and Campeche came to terms after about two months of negotiations. 
The new contract (expires May 15, 1959; is retroactive to January 1, 1958) calls 
for an increase of 492 pesos (about US$39. 35) per metric ton (about 1.8 U. ::>. cents a 
pound) to be paid the fishermen for headless shrimp. The fishermen will noW get 
2,280 pesos (about US$182.40) per ton (8.3 U. S. cents a pound) as compared with a 
previous price of 1,788 pesos (US$143.15) per ton (6.5 U. S. cents a pound). Not 
included in these prices is the return to the boat owner and other allowances and 
costs borne by the owner. 

The fishermen also get an increase in food allowance of one peso per day each. 
Each fisherman will now be allowed 8.00 pesos (about $0.64) per day for food and 
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-tlliis. allowance will be paid throughout the entire year. The customary crew on the 
:.:M1exico Gulf coast consists of five men. 

The major price features of the new contract are similar to that existing for 
-fhe Pacific coast of Mexico, the United States Embassy in Mexico City reported 
(On February 21, 1958. 

Norway 

WINTER HERRING FISHERY FAILURE: Reports from 
aJl along the western coast of South Norway show that the 
a_nnual fisheries for the fat, mature winter herring were 
a_ dismal failure in 1958--the poorest since 1926. Most of 
~lt!e 26,000 fishermen who participated are now trying to 
recapture their lost fortunes in the spring herring fish--

ries. These, however, have not come off to a very auspi­
c: _ious start. The cost of equipping the fishing fleet of some 
2 ,600 purse-seiners and drift netters is estimated at about 

-UJ"S$17.5 million. About 600,000 metric tons of herring 
...,ill have to be landed to pay for the investment, and fish­
..,: rmen are as yet far from the half-way mark. 

When the fat herring season (extended by 6 days) was call­
.-e~d off on February 21, total landings amounted to about 
:2- 41,000 tons, with a first-hand value of about US$7. 7 million. 
..A..t the same time in 1957, Norwegian fishermen had landed 
..,-.ver 690,000 tons of winter and spring herring, valued at 
O()-ver US$21.8 million. By March 8 reports indicated land­
::ilIlgS of 291,448 tons as compared to 766,878 tons through 
ittbat date in 1957. 

Not Ij.singlefatherring has been delivered to oHand meal 
cr. ~ductionplants in North Norway, leaving some 500 workers 
..,...,ithout any earnings . Even reduction plants near the fishing 
g::-rounds received only about 130,000 tons, as compared with 
-4",00,000 tons last year. And only 42,000 tons have been 
~. alted, as against export commitments totaling 11 0 ,000 tons. 
IIO)f this quantity, 42,000 tons plus 5,000 tons of spring her­
O': ing was to go tl? the Soviet Union. Representatives of the 
nsotter country have now agreed to cut the total to 37,000 
noons of mixed winter and spring herring. 

The failure of the winter herring fisheries was in part 
due to stormy weather. But even when fishermen were able 
to reach the banks, catches were very poor. Yet, ocean 
researchers found huge shoals both north and south of Stad, 
but the herring stood too deep to be reached with purse­
seines or nets. One theory is that the surface water may 
have -been too cold for the sensitive fish. Another suggests 
that the mature herring may be seeking more suitable 
spawning grounds. It is a historical fact that the herring 
has alternated between Norwegian and Swedish spawning 
grounds for periods lasting up to 70 years. The present 
Norwegian period began in 1897. For the past 61 years, 
the herring has each winter come to spawn on the banks 
off the coast of West Norway. 

According to a Fisheries Consultant, the former Norwe­
gian herring period ended in 1861 with a catch of about 
100,000 tons of fat herring. The following year,landings 
were reduced to only 10,000 tons. For a few years, inSig­
nificant quantities were caught in the OS10fjord. Ouring 
1870-74, the fat herring fisheries were in full swing off 
North Norway, but between 1877 and 1896 the most impor­
tantfat herring runs were offthe coast of the Swedish prov­
ince of Bohusian. 

As late as 25-30 years ago, the spring herring fisheries 
were dominant along the Norwegian coast and there were 
actual1ytwo fat herring periods, one in October and one in 
January. Subsequently, these were fused into a single in­
flux, arriving at the western Mtlre coast about mid-January. 

>I: * * * * 
WINTER 1958 FISHERIES TRENDS: Very cold weather 

s believed tn have hampered the Norwegian herring as 
-ell as the groundfish fisheries through February 8, 1958. 

Shoals of winter herring have appeared in coastal 
aters between Kristiansund and Floro. The landings 

1 ave, however, not fulfilled expectations. Purse 
3 einers as well as drifters have got smaller catches 
. an expected. As of February 8 the landings amounted 
.0 813,865 hectoliters (75,689 metric tons) against 
m. ,393,640 hectoliters (408,609 metric tons) at the same 
i~me last year. Of this year's landtngs, 146,615 hecto­
J.ters were sold for fresh exports, 179,570 hectoliters 

for curing, 9,595 hectoliters for canning, and 425,835 
hectoliters for reduction. 

The spawning cod landings this year are far behind 
last year's landings. The landings amounted to 7,730 
metric tons as of February 8 against 10,091 tons last 
year and 21,665 tons in 1956 (as of February 11). Of 
this year's landings, 2,051 tons were sold for drying, 
2,843 tons for curing, 2,836 tons for fresh purposes, 
and the balance for other purposes . The landings of 
other kinds of groundfish were mostly light . (Fiskets 
Gang, February 13, 1958.) 

NOTE : ONE HECTOLITER OF HERRING EQUALS 93 K I LOGRA MS OR 205 
pOUNDS. 

* * * * * 
POSSIBLE RUSSIAN SUPPORT FOR INTERNATIONAL FISH CONSERVATION 

~ IN NORTHEAST ATLANTIC: While answering an interpellation in the Storting, the 
: Norwegian Minister of Foreign Affairs expressed optimism over possible Soviet 
• cooperation in fishing conservation measures in the northeast Atlantic, according 
-to newspaper accounts. The same source stated that the U. S. S. R. delegation 
which attended the London fish conservation conference last year as observers 
agreed at that time to the proposal to include the Barents Sea in the revision of the 

- International Fisheries Convention of 1946. 
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The Barents Sea constitu tes an important link in the annual migratorycycleof 
the cod that are fished off the Norwegian coasts in the early winter of each year. 
Whether or not the overtaxing of the fish stoc ks in this are a has a direct influence 
on the Norwegian fisheri es, as alleged by the Norwe gi an press, is still a matter of 
international dispute . (United States Embassy disp a tch from Oslo dat ed February 14,) 

(; 
Portugal 

CANNED FISH EXPORTS, 1957: During 1957 Portugal's 
exports of canned fish amounted to 58, 407 metric tons 
(3,019,800 cases), valued at US$35 .0 million, as compared 
with 62,756 tons, valued at US$37.2 million, for the same 
period in 1956. Sardines in olive oil exported during 1957 
amounted to 40,084 tons, down 6,611 tons from 1956. 

In 1957 the leading canned fish buyer was Italy with 9,991 
tons (valued at US$5.8 million), followed by Germany with 
8,318 tons (valued at US$4.3 million), England with 8,280 
tons (valued at US$4. 7 million), the United States with 5,769 
tons (valued at US$4 . 8 million), Belgium-Luxembourg with 
3,449 tons (valuedatUS$2.0 million) and France with 3,415 
tons (valued at US$2.0 million). Exports to the United 
States consisted of 2,713 tons of sardines, 2,396 tons of an­
chovies, and 31 tons of tuna. 

During 1957 the United States waS Portugal's fourth best 
canned fish customer in terms of quantity (9.9 percent) and 
ranked second (13.6 percent) in value. 

Portuguese canned fish exports in December 1957 totaled 
11,611 tons (604,100 cases), valued at US$6.6 million, as 
compared with 13,016 tons, valued at US$7.3 million for the 

same m onth in 1956. In Decembe r 1 95 7, England was the 
principal buyer (2,488 to ns) of Portugues e canned fis h, 
followed by Ge rmany , Italy, a nd the U nite d States (Conser-
~~ ~ Peixe, Febr uary 1958 ). --

Portuguese Cann ed Fis h E xports, 1956 - 1957 

Species 1957 1956 

Metric US$ Metric US$ 
Tons 1, 000 T ons LQQQ 

Sardines in olive oil 40,084 23 ,650 46,695 26,935 
Sardinelike flsh in olive 
oil .......... . . _ 6,419 4,840 5,074 4,142 

Sardine & sardine like 
fish in brine .... . .. 1,433 353 2, 030 

I 
487 

Tuna & tunalike in olive 
oil •............ 2,782 2,222 2,0 50 1,651 

Tuna & tunalike in brine 522 290 338 
I 

227 
Mackerel in olive oil .. 6,367 3,221 5,528 3,295 
Other fish ......... 800 382 991 I 415 

Total ......... 58,407 34,958 62,756 37,l52 

* * * * * 
Portuguese Canned Fish Pack, January-October 1957 

Net Canners' 
Product Weight Value 

Metric US$ 
T'ons 1,000 

~. Olive Oil: 
Sardines .• • .•.••..... 24,482 14,688 
Sardine like fish .......• 10,896 5,344 
Anchovy fillets .......•. 2,515 2,509 
Tuna .............. : 1,459 1,058 
Other soecies (incl. shellfish) 719 472 

In Brine: 
Sardine like fish ..•.• .•. 4,929 1,241 

Other species .... . .... 874 255 

Total .•........... 45 874 25 567 
NOTE: VALUES CONVERTED AT RATE OF 28.75 ESCUDOS EQUALS us$l. 

CANNED FISH PACK, JANUARY-OC TOBER 1957: The 
total pack of canned fish for Janua r y - October 1957 
amounted to 45,874 metric tons as compared with 42,600 
tons in the first 10 months of 1956. C a nned sardines In oil 
(24,482 tons) accounted for 53.4 perce nt of t he January­
October 1957 total pack, higher by 10.1 per cent than the 
pack of 22,228 tons for the same penod in 1956. For the 
first 10 months of 1955 the total pack of all canned fish a­
mounted to 29;623 tons (21,135 t ons sardines in oil). 

The Portuguese pack of canned sardines in oil totaled 
8,404 tons during October 195 7. T he pac k of all canned fish 
in October 1 957 amounted to 9, 801 tons , the February 1958 
Conservas de Peixe reports . 

* * * * * 
FISHERIES TRENDS DECEMBER 1957 : Sardine Fishing: During December 

1957, the Portuguese fi shing fle et lande~,488 metric tons of sardines (valued at 
US$I,270,OOO ex-vessel or $ 101. 70 a t on) . In December 1956, a total of 9, 531 tons 
of sardines were landed (v a l ued a t US$I, 663 , 000). 

Cannerie s purchased 57 . 1 percent or 7, 134 tons of the sardines (valued at 
US$805,078 ex-vessel o r $ 112.85 a ton) during December. Only 34 tons were salted, 
and the balance of 5,320 tons, or 42.6 percent ofthe total was purchased for the fresh 
fish market. 

Matosinhos lead all other ports in December la nd ings of sardines with 10,885 
tons or 87.1 percent, followed by Setubal 59 3 t ons (4 . 7 percent ), and Peniche 421 
tons (3.4 percent). 

I 
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Other FiShinr,: The December 1957 landings of fish other than sardines con­
E9istedoT18 tons value US$974) of anchovy and 8,332 tons (value US$309,600) of 
chinchard. (Conservas de Peixe, February 1958.) 

CORRECTION 

In the article "Fisheries Trends, November 1957" which appeared in April 1958 
iissue of the Review, under the heading Other Fishing, the word "December" in the first 
lUne on page 69 should read: "November." 

Spain 

VlGO FISHERIES TRENDS . 1957: During 1957 the fish­
L ng industry in the Vigo, Spain, area suffered from in­
creased operating costs due. to a 20-45 percent increase 
L n fuel costs, a 60-percent increase in wages, and in­
creases ranging from 20-60 percent in costs of materials, 
!:repairs, and other services. 

The advantage gained by the raising of the exchange rate 
!'for exports (now 42 pesetas to US$l, plus a 3-peseta pre­
rxnium) was lost when the peseta fell heavily in the free 
rxnarket during 1957. The effectiveness of the ban on the 
!!iale of fish to French vessels on the high seas by Spanish 
frishermen will not be fully tested until the tuna season 
tbegins in 1958. 

For 1958 the fishing industry hopes for cheaper fuel 
IIlrices; a ruling to allow them to spread their money 
nosses over more than one tax year, thus reducing the 
~ax in profitable years; and, tax exemptions on profits 
i::invested in fleet modernization. 

The proposed Government plan for fleet modernization 
' would allow tax exemptions of 50 percent on profits di­
-yerted to this use, if they exceed 6 percent of the total 
; investment. Fishermen consider this plan inadequate. 

Y.!&£ Fish Exchange: According to statistics supplied 
. by the Vigo Fish Exchahge, the fish catches sold through 

the eXChange in 1957 increased 14 million pounds over the 
1956 total of 127.2 million pounds. 

The 1957 landings of Vigo increased 11 percent in weight, 
and 26 percent in peseta value. The average price per 
pound went up from about 7.6 U.S. cents to 8.6 U.S. cents 
a pound. The total 1957 value was US$12,l54,133 at the of­
ficial rate of 42 pesetas' to the dollar. 

The leading variety paSSing through the Vigo exchange 
was small hake, which increased 11 percent from 1956 to 
a 1957 total of 18.5 million pounds. Other important vari­
eties were tuna (t1.0 million pounds both in 1957 and 1956), 
and sardines (which increased to 16.2 million from 9.3 
million pounds in 1956), 

Cod sold through the exchange declined 1.2 million 
pounds from the 1956 total of 4.1 million pounds. The av­
erage price for cod rose about 1.2 U.S. cents a pound to 
6.1 U.S. cents a pound in 1957. 

Fish yanning: Production of canned fishery products 
in the VigO area reflected the failure of fishery products 
to keep up with increased food consumption in Spain. 
Fish bought by canneries from the exchange dropped to 
27.8 million pounds in 1957 from the 1956 total of 27.9 mll­
lion pounds. 

Other Fishkry Products: Shipments of fresh fish to 
interior mar ets increased 7.6 million pounds over the 
1956 total of 86.0 million pounds. The production of 
smoked, dried, and byproducts increased from 12.1 mjJ­
lion pounds in 1956 to 19.7 million pounds in 1957. 

Exports: Preliminary estimates of exports of fishery 
products indicate a alight decline in 1957. Japanese com­
petition in Swiss markets, where they have undercut 
Spanish prices over 25 percent, has cut into exports of 
canned tuna and anchovies to that country by close to 25 
percent. Anchovy exports to Italy also declined by a like 
amount. Italy refused to raise their quota of 4,000 metric 
tons of Spanish tuna annually. Increased 1957 sardine 
catches helped to increase exports of this variety to South 
American and Cuban markets, but only by a small amount, 
the United States Consulate in Vigo reported in a Feb­
ruary 4, 1958, dispatch . 

Surinam 

REPORT ON EXPLORATORY SURVEY OF FISH AND 
:.sHRIMP GBOUNDS: The results of the exploratory survey 
oof fish and shrimp grounds by the chartered shrimp vessel 
!\:OQuette were released early in 1958 by the Surinam De­
aPartment of Agriculture, Animal Husbandry and Fisheries . 

The principal varieties of large shrimp caught have been 
ttentatively identified as Penaeus braziliensis (pink shrimp) 
aand they make up 90 percent of the catch and Penaeus 
.aztecus (brown shrimp) the balance. The shrimp caught 
t(both varieties) are large and average 10-15 count heads 
ooff. The largest caught were 8 count. During the first 
Imonth of the survey, catches from the area covered indi­
ocated a possible catch of 500 pounds a night, and 350 
(pounds a night in the area covered during the second 
I month of the survey. 

Dunng the 90-day exploratory period the Co~uette did 
rnot seek maximum catches but pursued its bas c purpose of 

exploration and development and often continued exploring 
areas with no shrimp concentrations in order to establiBh 
the extent of the resource. It is estlmated that the Surinam 
fishing area with good shrimp trawhng ground. 1. extenalv • 

The average shrimp catch could be incre.sed significaotly 
by having several boats rishing cooperatively. Sever .. l vi.lt­
iog foreign fishery experts have expressed th~lr opinion that 
shrimp production would steadily increa.e ... soon •• com­
mercialshrimplllg operations staM, which would a.1d In elim­
ioaling substantially the predatory spedes that normally fe~d 
on young shrimp. 

The prinCipal variety of edible fl"h c .. u ht ..... • e .. trout 
(Cynosian ~. as .. ell u other member" of the cr er 
family. When the vessel explored for fint ah. cat e. 
averaged 390 pounds per one-hour tow th .hrimp tra .. l •• 
In addition to other f18h "pecles, exten.lve callop gr 
were located off the SUrinam coast, and the .call 
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as small or smaller than the United States east coast bay 
scallops. 

As a result of the survey findings, the Government of 
Surinam purchased the trawler Coquette and chartered it 
to a joint United States-Surinam fishing company for a 
period of 12-18 months with a purchase option agreement. 
In addition, the Surinam Government has agreed to an ex-

panding plan of cooperation with the firm, which includes the 
erection of a new flake ice installation, new docks, a Possible 
marine railway, and an educational program to teach local 
crews to operate shrimp trawlers. The fishing compao 
with its new 30,OOO-pound-per-day freezing plant advise~ 
that it has been negotiating with independent trawler opera' 
tors who have indicated their interest in establishing oper' 
ations in Surinam. 

* * * * * 
SHRIMP SURVEY RESULTS PUBLISHED: The Surinam Department of Agri­

culture, Animal Husbandry and Fisheries released a report Zeevisserij -Onderzoek­
"Coquette" Survey Report on the M/V Coquette explorations for shrimp and fish 
during 1957. The conclusions and recommendations (based on a 5-month prelimi­
nary survey and therefore subject to change) made in this report are as follows: 

Conclusions: (1) Seabobs cannot be profitably fished for at current price lev­
els (about 4 U. S. cents a pound) by shrimp trawlers similar to the Coquette. (2) The 
quantities of brown shrimp present in the inner coastal strip are not plentiful enough 
to support a commercial shrimp fishery. (3) Edible fish popUlations in the iJmer 
strip and brown shrimp in the outer strip, taken together, are present in quantities 
large enough to support a commercial fishery of modest proportions. 

Recommendations: (1) That equipment be installed aboard the Surinam Light­
ship to accumulate data from which a factual pattern of offshore weather can be 
built up and to give fishing vessels a better day to day indication of offshore weather 
conditions, to aid in planning trips. (2) That the dumping of surplus scrap and other 
materials in the ocean be confined to areas where it will not constitute a hazard to 
shrimp and fish trawls. (3) Recommendations with respect to facilities and serv­
ices for the start of a commercial trawling operation have already been initiated, 
and as a result, a local commercial fishing company has begun trawling operations. 
(United States Consul in Paramaribo, February 13, 1958.) 

* * * * * 
FISH AND SHELLFISH CATCH LOWER IN 1957: The Surinam landings of fish 

and shrimp in 1957 amounted to 5.9 million pounds--a drop of 19 percent from the 
7.3 million pounds.1anded in 1956, according to a February 1958 report by the Suri­
nam Government. The report indicated that the decline was due to the unusual 
drought which lowered water levels in the fish ponds and also increased the salinity. 

The net fishery for shrimp, the fishery for local stream fish (kandertikie), and 
shallow-pond fishery (pannenvisserij) were the hardest hit. In 1957 as a result of 
the failure of shrimp to appear during the main dry season, catches declined from 
700 metric tons in 1956 to 325 tons. Only 80 tons of shrimp were processed at the 
Surinam shrimp packing plant as compared with 325 tons in 1956. The balance of 
the 1957 shrimp landings was sold in the fresh market or dried. 

The pond fisheries suffered from a shortage of water and excessive salinities 
and as a result 10 tons of snook died in the ponds. The bank-net fishery catch was 
also poor, states a March 1, 1958, dispatch from the United States Consul in Para­
maribo. 
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Sweden 

RESEARCH ON ARTIFICIAL PROPAGATION OF SALMON: Salmon research 
±n Sweden, which is quite extensive, has endeavoredduring the last few years to 
S30lve the many problems arising out of diseases to which salmon are subject. These 
efforts are of particular importance in Sweden where the Swedish Water Power Board 

:nnaintains large propagation pools at the many dams throughout the country. In these 
~onc entrated centers where thousands of fish are crowded in a small space and 
"V'i'Vhere they are often caught, counted, and fed, conditions are entirely different for 
i :he salmon fry than those offered by the clear and pure water of the large rivers 
lIWhere the bacteria content hardly constitutes a dan-ger. 

Inasmuch as the dangers of disease are far greater in the propagation ponds 
-t::han in the rivers, it is found that many diseases crop up which have not previous­
:l::y been discovered. The Swedish Water Power Board's fish biolOgists have also 
:f.ound that in learning to recognize more causes of diseases they also learn to pre­
' ....-ent and combat the diseases. 

It is reported that at the Board's establishments diseases are under control and 
J.t.Osses are being reduced, slowly but surely. There still remains much to be done, 

owever, and in order to expand the work a fish bacteriologist has been added to 
-tllie staff of the Water Power Board. The bacteriologist, who will work under the 
~idance of the Board's fish biologist, will carry out a program directed by a fish­
oery inspector who is a specialist in this field. The bacteriologist's duties will be 
-tlO seek to prevent disease and to reduce losses at the Board's large breeding es-
-t.ablishments, the United States Consul at Goteborg reported on February 24, 1958. 

* * * * * 
FISHING COMPANY TO EXPERIMENT WITH ELECTRICAL SHOCK FISHING: 

A German method of fishing by means of electric shock is to be tried on the Swedish 
-wvest coast this spring. A Gothenburg c ompany has received permission by the 
=Soard of Fisheries to make experiments over a period of three months. The new 
rnnethod is reported to be highly selective, so that only that size of fish wanted at a 
i~ven moment is affected by the current. 

The Swedish company has developed its method on the basis of a direct-current 
nnotor designed by the German physicist Conrad Kreutzer. The fish, for instance 
c=od, tends to swim towards the positively-charged pole in an electric field and is 
[ hus directed towards a chosen point where it is numbed by the current, floats to 
[ he surface and can be easily collected in a hoop net o r by a s p ecially-designed 

uction apparatus. The voltage is regulated so that the potential drop between the 
ead and the tail of the fish corresponds ex actly to the siz e fished for. The method 

[ hus spares fry and small fish. 

When fishing for tuna, which is usually done by trolling and which r eql).ires 
= pedal skill, it is proposed to use the hook as an electr ic conductor . A series of 
sahort direct current shocks of 400 volts and 100 amperes numbs the fish, which 

I~an then be taken on board and handled without difficulty. The Gothenburg firm is 
--.rorking in close contact with the German inventor and i s said ,to have per fected the 
mnethod, according to a report from the Swedish International Press Bur eau, dated 
::::February 7, 1958. 

* * * * * 
AGREEMENT ON FISH EXPORTS TO EAST GERMANY CONCLUDED: The 

lIIlew global compensation agreement between Sweden and East Germany (signed on 
[Pebruary 18, 1958) provides for an exchange of goods in each direction with a v alue 
II(Df Sw.kr.91,450,OOO (US$17,650,OOO). The largest part of the Swedish share of the 
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exchange of goods is made up of fish valued at Sw. kr. 22,500,000 (US$4,342,500), un­
changed from the 1957 agreement, plus fish preserves valued at Sw. kr. 4,500,000 
(US$868,600). 

With the global compensation arrangement between Sweden and East Germany 
concluded, the agreements concerning Swedish fish exports during the current year, 
s i gned in Berlin at the end of January 1958, also became effective. 

The gre ater part of this export takes place through the medium of Vastkustfisk 
(West Coast Fish). The contracts signed on behalf of Vastkustfisk on January 31, 
1958~ amount to Sw.kr.16,100,000 (US$3,107,000). Later on, additional deliveries 
totaling 1,400,000 crowns (US$270,200) may be discussed. The contracts cover de­
liveries f rom Vastkustfisk during the entire year. 

The Vastkustfisk contracts include considerable quantities of fresh and frozen 
winte r herri ng and Fladen herring, and salted Fladen herring. The quantity of fro­
z en fish is considerably larger than for 1957. 

A new item in this year's agreement comprises certain quantities of Baltic cod. 
It i s of interest to note that there is an increase in the quantity of fillets of cod, 
haddock. and coalfish .. which item was included for the first time last year. The 
mackerel contingent is considerably reduced, however. 

In last year's agreement certain price increases were obtained because of 
higher expenses for fishing and cost of living. Over one-half of this increase is 
l ost in this year's agreement. (United States Consulate at Goteborg, March 3, 1958.) 
NOTE: VALUES CONVERTED AT THE RATE OF SW.KR.5.1813: us$1. ALSO SEE COMMEROIAL FISHERIES REVIEW, 
H,RCH 1957, ,. 52. ~ 

United Kingdom 

UNITED STATES AND CANADA CANNED SALMON QUOTA INCREASED: The 
United KIngdom's Boa :NrOi Trade informed the United States Embassy In London 
March 19, 1958, that the British quota on canned salmon from the United States and 
Canada for the year ending June 30, 1959, is to be increased from L31- million (US$9.8 
million) to 1A1- million (US$12.6 million) c.Lf. 

This action by the Board of Trade is welcomed as another step in the relaxa­
tion of import restrictions against North American products. The United States 
Departments of Interior , State, and other executive departments have in recent 
years sought relaxation of the restrictions on United States canned salmon. In the 
case of the United Kingdom restrictions, liberalization has been sought through 
government-to-government consultation and also through informal Embassy con­
tact in London. The United States has been interested in getting countries such as 
the United Kingdom to liberalize imports from the United States in order to regain 
traditional markets for its products. 

* * * * * 
COMPLETES 17th LARGE TRAWLER FOR RUSSIA: The 17th of 20 trawlers 

contracted for by Russia from a Lowestoft Slilpyard completed her trial runS off 
Lowestoft ea r l y in February 1958. The total cost of the trawler waS close to 17 
million (US$19. 6 million). The vessel was named fkunj . The 675 -ton vessel be­
haved well du r ing t he trials, which were held in a ierce snowstorm. On several 
trial runs of a measured mile the Okunj averaged 12 knots. She made 17 knots on 
one trial run with the tide. 
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The new trawler's bows and keel are strengthened for icebreaking. Her interior 
:i:s insulated against cold weather and there are s team valves all over the deck for 
::removing ice accumulations. The vessel is equipped with reading lights over the 
Ih:mnks, comfortable chairs, a movie projector in the mess r oom, and a hospital ward 
f. or the crew of 44 men. The trawler i s rigged for fishing in the normal way. 

The Okunj will leave England for Kalingrad where she will obtain fishing gear 
nd be fitted with radar. The final three of 20 trawl ers will b e completed and turned 
ver to the Russians before the end of 1958 (Fi s hing News, February 14, 1958). 

t 
SEAFOOD COCKTAIL FOR YOUR SUNDAY DINNERS 

Traditionally, holiday or Sunday dinners have an appetizer or attractive 
cocktail. An attractive appetize r i s a seafood cocktail with a tangy, colorful 
sauce that whets the appetite. It can be prepared by using anyone of a vari­

ety of fish or shellfish that 
are available s u c h as crab 
meat, lobster meat, shrimp, 
or cooked or canned fi sh. 

Several good rules to 
follow in preparing a seafood 
cocktail are: 

1. Choose and prepare a 
tangy, colorful sauce. 

2. Have all ingredients 
chilled- -lettuce crisp. 

3. Arrange artistically 
in attractive containers. 

Choose a complimentary 
garnish. 

SEAFOOD COCKTAIL 
The home economists of 

Bureau of Commercial Fisheries recommend thi s seafood cocktail. 

SEAFOOD COCKTAIL 

1 POUND COOKED CRAB MEAT, OR LOBSTER M~AT, 
OR SHRIMP, OR COOKED OR CANNED FISH 

~ CUP CHILI SAUCE 
1 CUP CHOP PED CELERY 
f TABLESPOON LEMON JUICE 

1 TABLESPOON HORSERADISH 
t TEASPOON SALT 
LETTUCE 
PARSLEY 
LEMON WEDGES 

Break seafood into large pieces. Combine chili sauce, celery, lemon juice, 
horser adish , and salt. Chill. Arrange lettuce in 6 sherberts or cocktail glasses. 
P lace seafood on top; cover with cocktail sauce. Garnish with parsley and lem­
on wedges. Serves 6. 




